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REFERENCE: 

DATE: 

FRCltt: 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
GOLDEN, COLORAOO 

ADOLPH COORS, III, VICTD-1 
X:!DNAPING 

FEBRUARY 9, 1960 

7£ . LEWIS HA\JLEY, UNDERSHERIFF 

I &rri ved at the scene South of Morrison t-1here Coors' car v1as being tov1ed &\·ray 
at approximately 4&00 P.M., this date . Upon arrh·inq at the scene, Lt . !Cechter and 
Captain Bray informed me of what the situation was. I looked at the ecene and saw 
'"here the blood spote were removed on the \!!est side of the hrid;re ;..rhere tho dirt 
samplos were taken and placed in a baq by Lab man, Dale Ryder. I also was sho-vm the 
hat and the cap and glasses that were found on the East side of the bridge. 

I then proceeded H-i th the Sheriff and Captain Bray to the Adolph Coors, III 
residence rlhereao Captain Bray and I interviel'sed Mrs. Coors in relation t o the timo 
that Ad Coors dep&r ted from the house that AM; wherein she replied to us he left t he 
house approxili!Iltely five minutes to eiqht, FebruarY 9, 1960. 11heroas Hrs. Mary Coors 
qave Captain Harold Bray and myself the tYPO of clothing that she remembered that Ad 
Coors \~as wearing on this morning; #1 - & kahki type baaeb&ll cap, a navy blue, quilted 
nylon, parka type coat, blue flannel pants and a pair of hiqh top shoes. We also asked 
if there \-Jere any guns missinq from the house. 

~fuile at the house I ordered a tape recorder put on the telephone and traoo all 
incominq calls . Officers Elliott and Smith totere assigned to stay at the house and to 
i·rorl: tho recorder for that niqht of February 9 , 1960 .. 

At approximately 8a00 P.M. I had a meeting with Joe Coors and A. s. Reidor, 
Undersheriff from Denver, at the residence of Joe Coors in Golden. Whereas at .that 
time, we macio arranqements to have the phones of the Coore family all monitored. The 
phones that •;;ero to be monitored were Ad Coors, South of Morrison, .Bill Coors in Den­
ver, Adolph Coors, II residence and Joe Coors. This ":as done through the cooperation 
of tho 'l'elephone Canpany her& in Golden, assistinq us was Carl Horblett, the Superin­
tendent of tho Golden Telephone Company on mak ing this possible. 

Also, I contacted Chief ;~alter Nelson of Denver Police Department who I had asked 
to put a tape recorder on the phone of Bill Coors' residence in Denver. 

At approximately 11:30 P.M., this date, February 9, 1960 I met Captain Bray and 
Lab man, Dale Ryder at the Denver Police Department vJhere I tooi; into cuetody thG 
evidence 'ihich were numbered Q-1 th:rou(dh Q-9. I placed my initials "B.L.H." on the 
evidence tag of each of these and placed my initials ua.L.H." in the c:ap and also i n 
the hat band of the brown felt hat. I boarded the United Air Linea plane at approxi~ 
mstely 1:40 A.M., Februaey 10, 1960 for Washington and the i'.B.I. Laboratory. I turned 
these articles over to F.B. I. Agents. namely Pete Duncan of the Laboratory and also 
Marion Williams of the Laboratory at approximately 9J30 A.M. \ofa.shinqton time. February 
10, 1960 wherein I asked that an analysis be run, and typing of the blood in these 
particular specimens, and also the examination of the brown felt hat, whioh was identi­
fied as Q-9. I received those articles baok from the t wo Agents mentioned before at 
approximately 12:30 P. l-f. , \Va.shinQton time, February 11, 1960 v1here I took the."'l and 
flew back to Denver by United Air Lines and kept them in my po~session until the morn­
ing of February 12th whereas I turned them back to Dale Ryder in the Laboratory and 
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saw them locked up in the evidence vault. The F.B. I. Laboratory furnished me a 
detailed report of their examination which is now in our ease file. 

BLH:am 

B. Le"~-fis HaHley, 
Undersheriff 
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SHERIF"F"'S DEPARTMENT-..JEF"F"ERSON COUNTY DATE relmaia__y~,~ •• 
COMM. OFFICER 

SUB..JECT:. ADOLPII_caltfL__lU 
I) 

OFFICER'S REPORT CR Not0-0717 

OTHER 

~ Tu.eecl&y, Peb.ru.ary 9, 1960 at lel5 P.M. I ... approached bF Lt. lay ~echter who 
handed • a oesera and Aiel,. "'ee.e w1 th me. x•u eapl&ia oa the _,. • Alcmq the wy 
Lt. I.eohter aplaiaed U..t w wn ••dlld for the ~ Lib ana .. re lw Md reoeiftd 
word bJ wy of Colorado state htrol tMt a truck recrtate.._. to tM Adolph Coora CG~PUJ 
bad bMil fou.ad left with the motor nuuUDCJ. 

We arri'NCI at the aoee at awroziJiately la30 P.M. Alr.-, ...... t wre Cpl. StooktOD 
of our office, Patrolman Georve S..clrioka of Colorado State htrol u4 a_, Pr011t of Adolph 
Coora Caqpuy and Bill Coora,. brother to Adolph Coora,. ID. 1'JpaD our arri•al PatrolMil 
llndri'*-, Colorac:lo State Patrol approacm.d our OU' ucl Q'&ft • a tahtt ~P and a dart 
brOWI\ hat whioh • had in hi a poaa ... iOil ud he told • he Md fauci theH 1 t- oa the 
South bank of the or•k or the clc:NutrNI1l, or laat aica. of tlw bl'iclp. 

I examined the hat and cap notiDQ the cap to be a at .. 7-1/8. Ja•porta tn- cap, 
kahti in color, with a amall br'im or bill alao co.,.red 11\ lrahti, bearinQ' the n... !API. 
I tban obnl"ftd tM hat aioh •• clut brOWil in oolor,. aiH 7-3/8,. bearing the a... !!J!D and alao atalll*l 01\ tM inatde awat bend T!ll MY ~AIJ. I then iaitialecl tlw 

0a both tlw hat &ad cap. Approzilllately twenty min\ln;:: ater I bad lay Froet ucl 
Bill Coora ocme to -.y oar where I ahGWd them the hat and oap. Bill Coora Mid he _. 
aure the cap ... "Ad'.- bit he wu not sur• about the bat but he didll't think it wa •w•.-. 
Ray Froat lll4~ no oGIIIDeJ\t in relation to the bat or the a.p. 

About ten minute• later,. after tlw ahowinQ of the M.t to Bill Coora and a., Frollt 
I ahowed the ._. hat and cap to Mary Grant Coora, wile of Adolph Coora, III aad Joe 
Coora. the brother,. who had juat .uri-..cl on the ac.... I had Mra. Coora anci Joe Coon 
00118 to the oar where 1 there ahowec:t tlwA the hat eo oap, wlwreon Hra. Coora idalltifted 
the cap aa the OM beloncJinq to her lnl•bucl. She furtllar atatecl that •he wa equally •n 
that the brOW!\ bat _. not NAd'a", that be had not worn a t.era in yeera. Joe eonfii'Md 
Mra. Coora ideatificatioa. 

After tlle ldatifioatioa of tM MP I bad Patrol.Mia Bladriaa,. Colorac&o State Patrol 
pob.t out the uaot apot tdwre be noowncl the bat &M e.p. • po1ated to a apot • tM 
Jut aide of tM bri .. 01\ the IOiilth But at a point .,....0&1aletely fitty-•i.x acl o• Mll 
fMt ~outheut of a utility pole IUO. I thea photoqrai!Md htrolmu ileadrioka poiatJ.ar 
to thia apot. 

I later ~ the Qe.p u Q-8 ud. the bat u Q-9 for ideatit1oatiGD • 

• I then pbotocrrapbeci ~t &JII'MrM to be 8kid _,.u lea•ia!J the area juat in fi'Oftt of 
tM hrth eD4 of the bridcJe. 'l'lwM llkicl zaut• wn ....uecl bT Ia-..atiqator Willi• lrudu 
vho fowu:l ta. to be 58• frGil the CNtaicie ildglt to tM CNUi ..... 

I thea prooeeacl to a plaoe oa t:lw Midge tdU.oh ......a II' 8CNtbeut of 11i:Ui ty pole 
IMO, or •wrozt.ately at" • •• SoatJa of the center PMt on the bri_. or the upet...­
aicie,. or Weat •1* of the bl'idp. Thitl apot of cUrt had U.orbed what appeared to be blood 
of acae aort. I then notloed tbat tM ra1Unq alao had IIOI'atoh marta Gil the tos-ide ancl • 
tM outa1CS. or upatna aida. I tMa toot ae.aral aar,plea of the 8UJ~Nted bloed, dirt ad 
rock and later a_.,.recl ~ u Q-1 acl Q-7. thea I took aorapiap of awapeoted blood off 
the brid!Je railiiiG whioll I a.-reel Q-1. 
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SHERIF'F'S DEPARTMENT-.JEF'F'ERSON COUNTY 

C O MM . OP'P'ICK .. OFFICER'S REPORT 

UNP'OUNOKD I C L081<0 C L RARC D I NACTI VK ACT I V& OTHU 

SUB.JECT:_ ~ QXII8_._ III - - - - -- -- - -- ----- -

• Lt. leallter _. I tMa ....Uud tlw Iatenuatioael Tra.-l...Ul tnok toud at tM ._.. 
tor •uepeotecl blood ataiu. We touact •peob of -peot .. bloocl Oil tM lett tnat lulper 
• tM lett •tcle of tM tnak u tu back u the aeoObd win..,. I obtaiMCI MIIIPl• of the 
aupeoted bloo4 ud ..-net 1 t a• ~. 

Ia tM -..tt.e, Iaftat*tioa C.ptaia, Jluolcl Bray uri ftc~ • the ~ aNI I brief .. 
twa • wb&t I Mel ..... w. .-.a ezwtHCI tbe apot wlliah ooDtaifted a luve ...,_t of ....,. 
pectecl blood fr• '*iah w took MIIPl• Q-1 ad Q-1. tlpoa olot~er -.taatiOD w aot ecl ._t 
appeueci to be a fR9Milt of boae. CapUta Bray thea RCfti'Nted that w 9ather up tM •ti re 
aiiGWlt of cUrt act 1 t& caat•t•. Jut prior to the JWIOftl X...eet19ator Villi• BrudH 
-.-nd Wa apot wb.iel\ ...-net out at lr' l 16"' and. S"' cllep. I allllberecl the plaati e 
blap ooata ia!Bg the ciirt &ad ita ooateta u Q-1 ucl ~~. 

Captain Bray than lett tM __. to abuin acaa rubber boot• u4 rake• ao u to -nil 
t he creek w tu tor aay poaaible alua or e.tdence. He arri-..d back a the __. A9'l1a at 
&JIPI'oaiMt ely Sell with two pair ot I'UiMtr boote anc:l ruu. He Del Lt. hohter ... rohad tM 
. .. u I • lkecl alcmg tlw eiu ol tM cr.- hank lootiaq tor uytMag that aiQht pertcaia 
t o the c.... · 

At about sa•o the iaocaiag •ter to the creek wa tvucl otf Del • little after 4100 
the w t er hac1 ..-idN about thr .. or four 1aahN vheft lnftativator feme Scftloie atatecl be 
M W what AA*U'ed tot:. glu ... ia tM wter. I ~ately toot pbotogn.pba of tM 9lueu 
tr. t.ba hri dge ucl thea wat to the ... ol the bank to a poiftt fitty...three teet hatMMt 
ot utility pol e #MO t~Mn I apia pbotovnpMcl the 91 ...... after which I neo.end tMa 
Ire. the • t er aotiACJ that tM lett 1 .. •e oraokecl. I thea placed the 91..... ia a pWtie 
bag t o t:. JD&iDtaiud u Hiclaoe. 

I thea nQVMtwcl t o Captaia 8ny that we reo•e the bri .. nilino to be taka to the 
Lab for photOijJI'.,m. U&i to be •intaiaecl u ewict.oe. 

About ••.SO i).M. Cepteia Ch&rl• Morrie of au office arri.....S on the ac•e uct atated 
oa hie •Y o.er t. hid apotted 'lllaat .,...,..cl t o t:. bleed • fiDliftl Street ju t South of 
IIU' Creek School. I tMa .-.. Captaia Morrie if a. WC~Uld ehcN • thie apot wbrein he 
cii'O-ve ._ to & plaoe cxw ....,ter mile Jcwth of ~ on t ipling u ct on the 'lfNt ai ct. of 
the r~ t..bu'e wu what.~ to be blood. Ca.,Ui.A Mor rie M i tl M had talbd with the 
S.rwice Stati• CMaer at .....,..... ud ~ipliaq ucl the ~ • 1ct a bey Mel M!rt S.OIIlM a ll 
t:M blooci Cll\ ta. roM about a.ao tMt IDIImlinfJ. Siaoc that ,.. the afJPI"Ui.at ed tt. ot 
the incident at Tuuy Cnek, I felt t.Mt Wa _,.be-...-. aipitioaee with that 1._ 
e1Ft. I taD 9atherecl .....,1. of a t aJlii)Mnd to be blood ud brain U aau tiiU.ah I la• llllrkecl u Q-6 for i .. titioatica. 

C&ptaill Morrie ud I tMa nturud t o the ar~ 80eDe at 'l"Uby Cr..t. At about 5111 
P.M. we uriftcl baok • tM --.. At ~tely l a30 P.M . Art Sehoeeh erri•ed with 
!Ua tow tnck ud tc:Nied a-.y the IateraatiGMl 'l'ra.el-All truck belOft<,JiDO' to Adclph Coore 
ucl tM briclcre raiU~~g oaataiaiav ...,_t ed blood ucl acntch •rt•. '1M truck ud th.e 
raUiao were to he tat• to tM SbftUff• Office ud plaeec:l 1a an ieolatect epot to &YOict 
ta.Ferinq vi tll by atllori ty of .._iff Vu.ath. 

At h 45 P.M. I ngpetecl to Captaia Bray uct Undereheritf Lew Ravley thc t Wlff try to 
• _,. .. ~ ~ ..... Laboratol'f T~ic_!~ _ • 
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APP"OVIID: 
SHERIFF''S DEPARTMENT-JEFFERSON COUNTY 

OFFICER'S REPORT 

DATE,....., 17, 1•• 
CR Ncf.I-Of17 

COMN. OI'P'JCalll 

UNP'OUNDKD I cLoeKo CLilARKD INACTI VK ACTI VK oTH EA I 
----~~------~ -~----~~----~--~----~~----~~-

SUB.JECT:_ ADCUI CXXI8A I~! __ - -------- ------ -----

.-. ~· wttla Lt. 1• Mocaav e1 tM ~ Polt• ~t ers- Labal'atol7 
te - if w eaalfl ..n - 80ft ol a teat • tM 1 pl• of -..crt..a blood pj-.. QP at ...__..._--ad tM epot lorilt. el UpU., _....,._to .. 11 tMn wa.., eiaUut~ 
llet•• tlw tw. anu.--ta wn _.. witll Lt. Ma._ ~ ...- olf1• _. Captaia 
..... lawetJ,ator ...... ad .,..11 uri~ at haYU hliae ~t at ~t-'7 
ltiO .... Lt. Joe MD w •t u at tM 1.Uont017 uti w CIGaftl'aed ._t ~ ..n- lt.e 
pi.._. -. at tM .n. ..... Lt • ._., MtnHCI • ~~gaiaat n•i• t..U • tbNe ftrieu 
1 p1• or..,_,_ riDGe the r.I.I. LUont~-. .ore _,,tp~ately -.at....S to na tM 
teate ,...Unci. .. clicl atate thAt lw ooa1cl na a .._ol tMleia ten wiUah ..tel tell u 
• ocalim ._belief tlilat W• _.blood. 1'M t•t• wn poeitift. • ...,.. .. w p1aoe 
tM ...apec:rtecl )Waia ttaa. ud blood ....,1 .. iD hU natoclr .... I' loot ... HF .-4'11V ....... 
h• Soott Wener, r.a.I., _.t ia ~. u to tbe Mthocl ol traumtW to tM r.B.I. 
Laboratuy ia Vuhtiii!Jt• D.c. We thea lett all rriclllaoe ..,.pt the vlu- uct tlw lari.,. 
nilillcr with Lt.-., ad left tM ~ .. Pol1oe h,.n-t. alter 'tlldcrh w nnhecl 
uother call ia Labrwoa&t, ColoradD. 

At e.ppr"oxiateb lOaOO P.M. w ..t with U..rwriff Rawley at the -rvaGY •ti"Uft 
at St, AD~r lallpital ~reiD UlldenMriff llawley olderect u to ntv.n to tlw D.lftl' 
Polin ~t ud haft J.t, lfDaDaw nlM .. tM eYict.aoe to u. At aAWozilllately lOtiO 
P.M. Lt. Mcaaaw ntunecl the rridacre to uaderU.ritf Hawley u4 ..,..11. All rn._. _. ...-nc1 Q-1 ~ Q-1 aad U..rU.riff Bawl.,. Wtialed tbe - ud took 1ato hie ou­
t_. tM en1moe tlhie •• tu. to the r .a. I. Crime Laboratory la Wulliacrtoa D.c. I 
talnct with UIIIMraerift Rawley the aut day, Pebnauy 10, 1960 llbo called fraa ValaiDCJt• 
ud ooafia.d that the blood ud tM Kaift U•.u fouad em tiplincJ lorth of He.,._ wa 
-iM uct we tlwnfon ,.-obably irreleYant to the oue. • diet hawifftl' •tate that tM 
bloocl touncl at the crt. eoene at hrtey Cnek •• pMitiftly !ullall blood aNI that lw WMl!d 
!ll&ft to •it twlft ._e bMan to try to obtain the bloocl type. 

• 0. Febl'11U'J' 11, lHO at laSO A.M. 1hdenherlff lawley ntvMd tM eYicllaoe -"toll be 
Mel take ia hi• eutoclY -.reia I 1a1t1alecl the.-. date and ts-. 

On Friday, FBn&ry 11, lHO I pbotogrQbed ..-otmeu of blood foucl Gill the raUtacr 
aR4 oorn•po1111Ua., Mntell ark• fcaad Clll the CNt•ict. or ~t..._ •ide ol tile niUacr ad 
tM t~ide ot tM ratlia.,. 

Oft S.t\ll'daJ, Pebnary lS, lHO at lOtOS A.M. at the ......_. 1110 Ara.-,hoe Str .. t, 
-ftr, Color.- I cr•taoted Dr. Willi• C. Wei•• nQ&nliDCJ the qlu- loud at the ttclaap 
..... I tlwll uted Dr. Vel•• to pall Ilia recorcl8 tram M• tu .. ncrudiiiCJ vla•- JIU.I'­
crMeecl bJ Adolpb Coon, III. Detore be I'Md the JlftNriptioa • tbe cud I hid llia oheak 
the qlu- • lli• •crbJ.ae ucl qt .... • • nadiiiCJ of tM preeorlptiOil ot the qlur• foucl 
at the ..... !be reacU.a., _.a 

Lett - s.oo-o.so x 11.0 
RiGht - 1.00-0.11 X ti.O 

Alter hia r..U_, of the 9lu- be V&ft- tM pneor1pt1CIIl Oil the auc1. which ..... ua 

Lett - s.oo-o.ao x 1o.o 
l~t - s.00-0.11 x ts.o 
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SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT--..IEFFERSON COUNTY DATK""""" 17. 
CR Ncl0-0717 OFFICER'S REPORT 

cLoaca C L IIARKD INACTIVK ACT IVa OTHIE.R 

SUB.JECT:. _ _ADGIII QOCII. IU - - ---

.._ o a arilWI tt. two nects-, Dr. W.iaa adnHd that tM .Uitu .... ia tllle uta fiCJiane 
- JW'Obably c1ae to tM fallilllf ud tile aiftia; of tM 1 .. ia tM fr_.. I tMa ••teet 
tM fo11CIIIfiacJ ..,ti-1 

Ql. VMt t7J111 of 9luMa an theMJ 

Al • ._. crla•• are no- u tM ~t ..-..r tn-, tMy an WIDI'D all tiMt u ... 

01. · ta.. _. tM 1ut tiM •w _. ia ta nlet1CIIl to lU.e olu_, 

U. • JIU"CfMMd a aew tr- OA OotoiDer I, 1159 u4 bacliU• ortqlaal 1•• pl&eed ta the 
..., ~. Dr. o. I. Mart_,. toot oue of •JJr at that tt... 

(I tMa t.Utecl with Dr. MariiiiiJ •o pcMiitiftlY ict.ntttiecl the 91..._ u thoH beloaqtacr to 
Adoll* Coora, III •) 

u. TN, Jat w cloft't keep a nooN or • elate of re&dju•tmeat. 

Qt. If yeu were to plan u ed ia tM •Loat ud FOUftti'l' hew W~~~Ulcl ,._ ciNoril»e thea• 
crlu ... bad you l•t t.bel? 

AI. Y•, he U4 aotlwr Ht ic:IMltioal to U.... ezcept they wre colored. 

AI. Je•• 
Qa r~ 11, 1HO at 3alS P.M. I releued w•tody of theM CJl• .... ud tui'Md th• 

Oftl' to UlmrU.rift lAw lawley. 

na File 
Shariff 
la"re 

r.a.I. 
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SHERI~F 'S OFFICE 
GOLDEN, COLORADO 
3-6-60 10:00 A.M. 

Harold E. Bray, Captain - Investigation 

Captain Jack Peters, Coors Plant Protection came to this office with a 
semi detailed r eport refer ence the bel ow described subject. Informat ion given 
t o him by an employee, Mr . Fr ed St eele , a guard. 

EVERHART, ROBERT J M-1ES : 

WMA Aqe - 23 
DOB: 5-8-36 155# 
5'9" - 10" Dark hair 
Fair complexion Eyes - green 

The above m·ms and operates a 1957 Lincoln automobile , light blue, 1959 license 
was TH 1425, Dougl as County . 1960 license is Color ado YY (numerals unknown ), 
Dl ear Creek County. 

Has t wo-way r adio RCA mounted in car, also sir en . Radio is mounted forward of 
f r ont seat on floor board over transmission . 

Not bel ieved to be married but is livinq with young female, first name Omrno or 
Omma. Last name not knovm . She is believedto have been a former cab driver in 
Brighton, Colorado. Residing 1258 Brighton Drive, Briqhton, Colorado. 

Subject is alleged to have been a former Deputy Sheriff or Policeman in Brighton. 
Father of subject may still be Deputy or Policeman at Brighton, Colorado. 

On or about November 24, 1959 subject EVERHART r ent ed a home \>Jest of Evergr een, 
Col or ado f rom a Mr. Diamond, address unknown . Phone No . SP 7-1654 . Only a few 
days previous to this writing has been evicted from those pr emises for non pay­
ment of rent. 

The undersigned will make avai l abl e on attachment t o this r eport t wo copies of 
Complaint Reports 59-8826 , 59-8870 and 60-0748 i nstigated by the above v1hile at 
Evergr een, Colorado . The reports are self-explanatory . 

It i s believed that thia home occupied by EVERHART, \-Jest of Evergreen up Bear 
Creek i s only a short distance over the J effer son County line i nto Clear Creek 
County. 

Has had four (4) boys staying at this place for long periods of time , approximate 
ages 20, 22 and t wo (2) younger 12 - 14 years of age. 

0-vms S & W 2" barrel revolver. 

Has short checks outstanding drawn on the Bank of Engle1(ood. Some of these around 
Evergreen, Color ado. 

Alleges to be a Doctor (?). 
Alleges to be a Writer (?). 
Alleges to be • i n the t·Tholesale jewelry bus iness. Offices in Castle Rock , 
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Colorado and Briqhtun, Colorado. Enqaged in the export and import of jevre lry. 

Former nmpl oyee of EVERHART as maid, Mrs. Reed \"lho lives in Everqreen on Colum­
bine Road. 

Has boasted of his acquaintance of Sheriff Hammonds, Castle Rook, Colorado . From 
the repor t of Captain Peters, very much talk is circulating concerning the suspic­
ious and odd circumstances surrounding this subject , too numerable to mention. 

The suspd.cious actions a lone in c:md a r ound the vi d nity of Evergreen had l ed into 
the belief tha t subj ect EVERHJ\RT should be checked ont r e f e r ence Coors case . As 
previous ly s t ated, reports to t hi s off i ce have been investigated and copi es herein 
at t ached. No i nvestigat jon has been conduc t ed by the unders igned. 

H. E. Bray, Captain - Investigation 

HEB:am 



Suspect Description - District Attorney 



CARL CLINE 
CHIEF ASSISTANT DIST. ATTORNEY 

7 1,.'a E. & C. BUILDING 

DENVER , COLO . 
KE. 4-0041 

BARNEY O•KANE 
DISTRICT A TTORNEY 

1485 HOLLAND 

BE. 7·0416 

Office of 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
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FIRST .JUDICIA L DISTRICT 

LAK EWOOD, COLORADO 
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Sheriff and Coroner's Reports­

Douglas County- 14 September 1960 



SUBJECT: Adolph Coors--Body or remains found at Dump Sit e of Shambalia. 
Report of Activities during that time. 

September 14~, 1960 

Doug Andrews, County Coroner called Me at approx. 3~00 PM. on Wedsday 

afternoon and stated that He wanted Sheriff Hammond to call him immed­

ately at MAdison 8-319lo I went down to t he radio car and had Denver CSP 

to cantact Sheriff Hammond in car 627. 

At approx. 3:30 PM, Undersheriff Starks informed me to take the camera and 

note pad and go to the coroners office. When I arrived there were D two 

FBI Agents there. One was Doug Williams. They then took Sherif · Hammond 

the Coronor and I to the scene, and conducted us through the area and 

pointed out where certain particl es were found. Nothing more was done on 

account of darkness. It was decided that a loader would be brought up the 

following morning and a probe of the dump site would be made for t he skull 

would be made. Sheriff Hammond stated that he wanted me to ge t ~ IDru1 and 

be at the scene the following morning a t 6:00 AM. 

September 15~, 1960 

At 5:00 AM Thursday morming I and Tom Berr y-a Special Deputy was at the 

scene. At 9:30 AM the County loader ar ived and the probe of t he dump 

site was s ~arted. 

Mr. Peters, a Represenitive of t he Coors Brewry, who carr ies a full Deputy 

Sheriffs commission from the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office, wanted me 

to tru{e him through the area, which I did. 

At 12:30 PM Doug Andrews came up to the dump site wi t h the Skull. We went 

back to the place where it was found and photographs were aaken. We t hen 

brought it to t he coroners office wheee Doctor ~thur G. Kelley made th . 

identifica tion through A.-l·c.o.y diagrams. 

---
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September 20~, 1960 

SUBJECT: Coors Incident 
Meeting at Jeffco Sheriffs Office 

i0~25 AM Capt. Brays office. 

Sheriff Hammond, Investigator Bill Metcalf from the District Attorneys 
Office, and the undersigned sat in conference with Captain Harold Bray 
Chief of Investigation of the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office in re­
gards to the Coors Incident. 

Capt. Bray stated that x approximately 6 hours had elapsed before the 
Sheriffs Office was notified . Another outstanding fact was that earlier 
that morningthe milkman had seen the car (Coors Truck) parked on the 
bridge, He honked his horm when there was no response he drove on, later 
when he came back the truck was still t here, He moved it and made his 
delivery. Wl1en he was finished with his route he called the Patrol and 
reported an abandon car. Further informabton is contained in reports 
from Jeffco. 

No statement or t he name of t he driver is available. 

Report written 9-20-60 4:15 PM 

Ardell Arfsten 



FBI Report- 21 September 1960 
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FE:UERAL BUUFAU OE' INVKSTIGATION 

At approximately 8:00A.M., February 9, 1960, 
Adolph Coors, III, left his residence near Morrison, Colorado, 
en route to his office at the Coors Brewery, Golden, Colorado. 

At the tilDe Mr. Coors left his home it was stated h 
was wearing the following articles of clothing: 

Navy blue nylon jacket with front zipper 
Jacket had wide band at waist, had 11gb t 
gray quilted lining and was of 1st length 

Dark gray flannel slacks with 34-inch waist, 
Hickey-Freeman brand, ~chased at Gano-Downs 
Department Store, Denver, Colorado 

White· shirt with fa~nt green check lines end 
buttoned-down collar, no · initials on shirt . 

Color of necktie unknown and be wore a 
silver tie clasp in form of a ski which bore 
the initials "AC III" 

High dress shoes, size 10\ AA, Wright Arch 
Preserver brand, brown in color, with six 
eyelets and four hooks (owns thr e pairs) 

Plain brown belt, size and description of 
buckle unknown 

A round silver wrist tch, possibly 
Hamilton make. with dark brown or black 
leather strap, possibly given him by the 
Coors Company 

Coor possibly had in hie poaa ston •tlver key 
chain with a 11 penknife, beariag the illitials "AC III" 
and carrying a brown 1 ther llet. · 

He was stated to be carrying loose change in hie 
pocket and s not believ d to be carrying over twenty dollara 



in bill , denominations unknown. 

Mr. Coors did not arrive at the brewery. 

At approximately 10:00 A.M., February 9, 1960, an 
International rravelall, identified s that of Mr. Adolph 
Coors, III, was observed p rked on a bridge crossing TUrkey 
Creek near th int~r$ection of TUrkey Creek Road and Soda 
Lake Road in Jefferson County, Colorado. It was observed 
that the motor of this automobile was runDlng and ~ radio 
was on. 

'Ibis Travelall s later l)rocessed for latent 
fingerprints and one unidentified latent fingerprint of ~ lue 
was located. -

On the afternoon of February 9, 1960, dark brown 
felt hat and a light tan colored cap, the latter identified 
as being that of Adolph Coors, III, were located at the edge 
of the water on the south side of the creek below the east 
end of the bridge where Mr. Coors' Travelall was located. 

At about the same time some stains wich appeared 
to be blood were noted on the bridge railing and on the dirt 
loc ted immediately l.Ulder the ·railing on the. west side of 
the bridge. It was determined that specimens of the staiD 
1n the soil were human ·blood believed to be derived from 
Group "A" person. No blood typing of Adolph Coors, III, ·baa 
been located. 

On the afternoon of February 9, 1960, a pair of 
glasses, which was later identified ns being those of Adolph 
Coors, III, was located in the water of Turkey Creek, 
approximately three and on -half feet toward the bridge from 
the location where the hat and cap were found. 

At approximately 8:15 A.M., and again at 10:00 A.M., 
on February 9, 1960, an individual tGbo resides n the l?ridg 
where Mr. Coors 1 c~ was located, observed an International 
Travelall, green ~ white in color, parked on the bridge lead-
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ing from the country road to the Turkey Creek Road. 

It has been determined that at approximately 8:00A.M., 
February 9, 1960, a resident in the vicinity of th bridge heard 
noises which sounded as though someone toms shouting, su-i a <:rack­
ing which sounded like lightning hitting a tree or possibly 
shot from gtm. 

~hree individuals have advised that prior to FebrU­
ary 9, 1960, on various occasions, they had observed a 1951 
yellow Mercury four-door sedan, bearing Colorado license, 
parked in the vicinity of the Turkey Creek Bridge. one of 
these individuals advised that on one occasion he noted·the 
license number of this car to be "AT 6205." <kl a subsequent 
interview he stated he was only sure of the "AT 62." 

It· was determined that during 1960 • four Mercury 
automobiles were registered in the State of Colorado, with­
license numbers beginning "AT 62." Three of thes Mercurys 
were observed and found to be years and colors other than 
1951 yellow. 

It was determined that license AT 6203 was regis­
tered to Walter Osborne, 1435 Pearl Street, Denver, Colorado, 
for a 1951 Mercury, four-door sedan, Serial Number 51LA38766M. 
t-Thich was pl.tt'chased by OSborne on January 8, 1960. It was 
determined that this automobile, at the time it was purc:has d 
by Osborne, was a solid y llciw. 

It was determined that Walter Osborne, who resid d 
1435 Pearl Street, Denver, Colorado, was issued Colorado Driver's 
License number Dl3217. The fingerprint of the right index 
finger appearing on the application for this driver's license 
was identified with the right index finger of Joseph Corbett, 
Jr., FBI Number 605 861 A. 

On January 25, 1960, Walter Osborne, 1435 Pearl 
Street, to1hile driving a 1951 four-door Mercury bearing Colo­
rado license AT 6203, was issued a traffic citation by the 
Colorado State Patrol, Traffic Ticket Number B 2527 PA. At 
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the time Osborne was issued this tr ffic citation he was 
driving east on Highway 285, three miles east of Morrison, 
Colorado. 

Two individuals have advised that on the morning 
of December 9, 1959, they were at a mine located on Turkey 
Creek Road about 150 yards west of Turkey Creek Bridge, wen 
an individual driving a gray and white 1957 Ford stopped at 
this mine. These individuals have identified the individual 
in the 1957 gray and white Ford as being Joseph Corbett, Jr. 

It has been determined that Walter Osborne, 1435 
Pearl Street, Denver, Colorado, had a 1957 Ford, gray and White 
in color, registered to him in the State of Colorado, in the 
year 1959. This Ford, bearing Identification Number C7LT127553, 
was sold by Osborne on December 23, 1959. 

It was determined that the brown felt hat found near 
the bridge has the following vis:Lble markings: "'!be May 
Company" and 11'1he Cruiser." 'lbe hat contains two paper tags. 
On the first tag is "'!be May Company," and "1064 706, n or 
possibly "l.D64706," as well as "7 .95." 'lbe second tag bears 
the number "90004" and "7 3/8," as well a the words "To 
Duplicate. 11 Ibis hat was identified as having been sold for 
$7.95 in the Hat Department of "'lbe May Company" predecessor 
to the May - D and F, Denver, Colorado, between July, 1956, 
and May, 1958. It was further determined that this hat was 
made by the Dalton Hat Company and was described as being a 
pecan brot·m, size 7 3/8. No record was found of Walter 
Osborne' a having an acco1mt with the May Company or the May -
D and F Company. 

An individual who observed a 1951 yellow Mercury 
parked in the vicinity of the Turkey Creek Bridge prior to 
February 9, 1960, advised that the driver was wearing a 
brown snap-brim hat.' Two individuals wo were acquainted 
with Corbett dvised tliey observed him t different times 
wearing a brown snap-brim hat. 

A hat identical to the one found at TUrkey Creek 
Bridge on February 9, 1960, has been exhibit d to these 
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individuals and they have identified it as being similar in 
style and color to the one worn by the individual in the 
Mercury and by Joseph Co~bett~ Jr. 

It was determined that in January, 1951, while 
Corbett was in custody in California, charged with murder, 
a hat, size 7 3/8 was found in his room in Berkeley, 
California. Corbett did not admit this was his hat; bolrever, 
the hat was placed on Corbett's head and found to fit. 

On February 10, 1960, a letter addressed to Mrs~ 
Adolph Coors, III, ~a~ received at Morrison, Colorado. The 
envelope containing ~e letter bore'the following typing: 

In the upper right-hand corner below the 
stamps, the words "Special Delivery"; in · 
the lower left -hand corner the word 
"Personal"; in. the center of the envelope 
the t«>rds ''Mrs. Adolph Coors III, Morrison, 
Colorado." 

lhe envelope bore the stamped words "Special Deli very" 
in the lower right-hand corner and had affixed a special 
delivery stamp in the amount of thirty cents and a four-cent 
stamp bearing the words "Dental Health, American Dental 
Association, 1859 - 1959." lbe latter stamp had a piece of 
scotch tape over the face of the young girl on the dental 
health stamp extending below the stamp approximately 5/8 of 
an inch. 'Ibis envelope bore a postmark "Denver, Colo, 2 1960" 
on the outer circumference of the circular postmark and in the 
center of the postmark the letters and numbers "FE 9 3 Pt~." 

The typed letter inside the envelope reads as 
follows: 

''Mrs. Coors: Your husband has been kidnaped. 
His car is by Turkey Creek. Call the police or F.B.I.: 
he dies. Cooperate: he lives. Ransom: $200,000 in tens 
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and ~300,000 in twenties. 

'~here will be no negotiating. 

"Bills: used I non-consecutive I unrecorded I unmark d. 

'Warning: we will know if you call the police or record 
the serial numbers. · 

'~irections: Place money & this letter & envelope in one 
suitcase or bag. 

Have two men with a car ready to make the 
delivery. 

When all set, advertise a tractor for sale 
in Denver Post section 69. Sign ad KiD$ 
Ranch, Fort Lupton. 

Wait at NA 9-4455 for instructions after 
ad appears. 

Deliver immediately after receiving call. 
Any delay will be regarded as.a stall ~o 
set up a stake-out. 

''Understand this: Adolph's life is in your hands. We 
have no desire to commit murder. All we want is that money. 
If you follow the instructions, he will be released unharmed 
t-1ithin 48 hours after the money is received." 

It was not possible to determine from the postmark 
the exact time the note was deposited in a mailbox, but ia is 
believed that it was probably mailed sometime prior to the 
period of 1:45 P.M. to 2:15 P.M. in order to have been post­
marked at 3:00 P.M. The note is neatly and correctly typed 
and gives the appearance of having been prepared by an ex­
perienced typist. There is not a single error of spelling 
in the text and with the exception of the excessive use of 
the colon throughout the letter, the punctuation is practically 
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perfect. It appears that the .author is reasonably well 
educated and writes well. 

In connection with the colon, it is noted that 
while the writer double spaces after each period, he singl 
spaces after use of a colon. This is different from approved 
practices in typing where two spae 11 are also u d after a 
colon. 

It was determined that t ransom note was typed 
on paper manufactured by the Eaton Paper Corporation subse­
quent to February, 1959, and bears the watermark ''E tono 
Diamand White Bolld Berkshire Cotton Fiber Content." The 
envelope is made from the same stock. 

The above watermark is the mark of the Eaton Paper 
Corporation, 75 South Church Street, Pittsfield, Massachu tts. 

It was ascertained that the envelop used to enclose 
the ransom note measures 4.24 inches in width and 9.37 inches 
in length. 

The note measures 8.42 inches in width and 10.94 
inches :l.n length. 

O'l the watermark on the ransom note paper is a 
small ''hash mark" located immediately below tb first ''E" 
in Berkshire. This indicates that the paper was manufactur d 
in 1959. Paper made in 1958 would have a similar mark under 
the "B" in Berkshire, while paper of 1960 manufacture would 
have the same mark under the fi·rst ''R" in the word., Paper 
such as is used in the ransom note is sold in 100 sheet 
packag s conmonly called packets and in 500 sbeet boxes or 
reams. 

The envelopes are shipped in boxes, each box con­
taining ten packs of twenty-five envelOpes each. That u d 
in the ransom note was not shtpped to stores prior to Febru-
ary, 1959. ' 
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While the pertinent paper is sold in five· Denver 
outlets, there are only two stores Which sell both the paper 
and the envelopes. 'Ibese are the Denver Dry Goods Company 
and the May - D and F Company, both large department stores 
with outlying branches. 

It has been ascertained that the typewriter used 
in typing this letter and envelope is either a Royalite or 
Hermes brand, although the possibility also exists that it 
could have been another European machine using the same style 
of type. The Royalite typewriter is manufactured by the 
Royal Typevmiter Company in Holland and is an inexpensive 
portable typewriter which can be purchased in department 
stores and similar establishments. It has been available in 
the United States for about three years. 

Inquiry at the May - D and F Company, Sixteenth and 
Tremont Streets, Denver, Colorado, disclosed that on October 8, 
1959, a Royalite portable typewriter s sold to an individual 
who identified himself as William Chiffins, .1735 Pennsylvania 
Street, Denver, Colorado. 

An employee of the May - D and F Company was shown 
five photographs including one of Joseph Corbett, Jr. He 
·picked out the picture of Corbett as being most nearly 
identical to that of the person who bought the typewriter and 
said he could not eliminate him as being Chiffins. He 
described the glasses and manner of dress of Corbett in th 
picture as that of Chiffins. 

It is noted that the address 1735 Pennsylvania Str ct 
is only a short distance from 1435 Pearl Street, Where Corbett 
resided, and that the last two numbers of both addresses are 
the same. 

Inquiry at institutions in Which Joseph Corbett, Jr. 
has been incarcerated in the past disclosed that one Arthur 
John Chef fins served time in San Quentin Prison with Corb .tt 
but has-not seen Corbett since 1952. 
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Interview of present and past owners and tenants at 
1735 Pennsylvania Street, .reveals that no on with the name 
Chiffins or similar names has ever lived there. 

It has bean determined that Joseph Corbett, Jr., 
was employed as a typist by the Adama Rite Manufacturing 
Company in California, in 1955, and that while ' attending the 
~nl.versity of Washington in 1946, Corbett indicated he was 
employed in a self-operated typing s·ervice for a period of· 
one year. 

Corbett was observed between 5:30A.M. and 6:00 A.M., 
February 10, 1960, carrying boxes from his apartment at 1435 
Pe~rl Street, Denver. About 7:20A.M. on the same date he was 
observed piling boxes in the rear seat of an automobile parked 
on Ea t Colfax Avenue at the allay which runs in the rear of the 
apartment at 1435 Pearl Street. 'Tite observer, who recognized 
Corbett as a tenant in the apartment building, asked him if he 
wnP :noving and Corbett indicaterl he was. The observer was uil­
able to identify the make of the above-mentioned automobil and 
'l tms to have talren no particular notice o£ it except that it was 
o!d 1nodel, dark color, and the lack door was hinged at the rear. 

Corbett was identified by an attendant of a service 
Rtution ncar 1435 Pearl Street as drivinG a dark maroon Dodge 
four-door sedan believed to be a 1946, 1947, 1948, or 1949 model. 
Cl'>rbett was reportedly seen in this car about 8:30 P.M. between 
J~nuary 28, atd Febru~ry 3, 1960. 

Corbett reportedly t-1as accompanied to this service 
station near his apartment by an unknown man on five or six 
occasions during November, and ·arly December, 1959. This man 
~as described as about 35 years of age, heavy set WLth dark 
brown or blsck hair. His comp lcldon was dark and he appeared 
to he of Italian or Indian extraction. This mart was dressed 
in rather dirty work clothes and has not been identified. 

It has been determined that Joseph Corbett, Jr., 
Wlder the name of Walter Osborne, checked out of his apart· 
ment, 1435 Pearl Street, Denver, Colorado, on the early morning 
of February 10, 1960, without prior notice, advising that he 
was "going back to school at Boulder." 
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The 1951 Mercury four-door sedan, Serial Number 
51LA38766M, yellow in color, registered to Walter Osborne 
·~der 1960 Colorado License AT-6203, '~s seen burning at 9:30 
P.M., February 17, 1960, in the city dump at Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. The fire was believed to be of incendiary origin. 
This automobile is presently stored in Atlantic City, N~g 
Jersey. Soil and mud were obtained from the under surfaces of 
the four fenders of the Me~cury. Samples of gravel road 
surfacing were obtained on the roads leading to the area Where 
the bones and clothing were found, for the purpose of comparison 
with the soil and IIDJd taken from the fenders of the burned · 
Hercury. Samples of y~llow paint obtained from a. piece of 
chrome _taken from the right rear fender and foreign deposits 
of yellow paint,. also from the right rear fender of this 
Mercury, were examined. These specimens were found to be 
similar in color, texture and type to the orange equipment 
enamel used on Colorado State Highway Department vehicles •. 
Although there was not a sufficient quantity of paint on the 
fenders of the Mercury for a complete analysis, it was concluded 
that the paint on the Hercury could have come from the same 
source as the Colorado State Highway Department paint. 

Inquiry at Joseph Corbett, Jr.'s former residence 
at 1435 Pearl Street, Denver, Colorado, determined that 
three pieces of metal chain were found in a gray painted pail 
ncar the garbage can located behind the above residence on 
the morning of February. 10, 1960. Four black handcuff cases 
were found in the incinerator at 1435 Pearl Street, Denver, 
Colorado, on February lOJ 1960. A fingerprint of Joseph 
'"'o.r:bett, Jr. was found on the gray pail. 

lt was determined that Walter Osborne, of 1435 Pearl 
~treet, Denverp Colorado; purchased on February 24, 1959, a 
money order, number 075423, irt the amount of $15.80, payable 
to Kline's. It was noted this money order ~~s endorsed Kline's 
Prince Enterprises. It was further determined that the above 
company handles only one item, a United States Navy surplus 
combination hand and leg .iron," and thnt the price of o~e 
pair of the above is $3.95 and the price of four pairs of 
these irons is $15.80 
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It was also determined that Walter Osborne, of 
Pearl Street, Denver, Colorado, on April 25, 1959, 

'l 1 sed money order, number 12653 7, in the amount of 
J8.00, payable to the Big Three Enterprises, Inc. It 

d termined that the above company, on May 1, 1959, 
shipped four pairs of handcuffs with four free handcuff 

e· to Walter Osborne. Investigation also reflects that 
~' ter Osborne, 1435 Peerl, signed on May 5, no year listed, 

receipt bearing number 2708942. It was determined that 
this number l-laS issued to and used by the Big Three 
·ntcrprises Company. The signatures of Walter Osborne on 

tese two money orqers have been identified as written by 
Joseph Corbett, Jr. 

A close associate of Corbett's, while· corbett 
r~sided in the Denver area, advised that Corbett had told 
him he had spent considerable time examining mines, caves, 
· hafts, and abandoned mining towns. He specifically talked 
of exploring behind the Air Force Academy and in"the vicinity 
of Central City, Colorado. He advised that he carried a .22 
target pistol and a • 22 aut0tn8tic rifle while in the hills. · He 
advised this associate that Ualter Osborne was not his true 
r~, but that he had picked it up because·it sounded trust~ 
worthy and dependable. Corbett advised this individual that · 
he had paid particular attention to different banks in Denver 
and knm-.1 of deli very times but that a bank icibbery would 
only net him $5,000 to $10,000, and that he was planning 
'one big job11 which would net him from one half to one million 
dollars. He advised he had m&de a study of the surrounding 
nrea of the job that he had been planning, and that he had 
taken two and one-half years to plan the job completely. H 
indicated he had planned to pull this job in the summer of 
1958 but that something had happened whereby it had t be 
postponed. 

Information received from the Coors family 
indicates that in the summer of 1958 the Adolph Coo~s III 
fanrl.ly moved from 840 South Steele Street, Denver, to their 
new home near Morrison, Colorado. 

- ll -



In addition to the above firearms, Corbett 
previously advised that he hnd otmed a .45 and a • 38 
caliber revolver. It was further learned that Corbett, 
in the past, had displayed to other associates a .22 cali­
ber Woods~n or a .22 caliber Hi-Standard pistol, a nine 
millimeter Llama automatic which Corbett had obtained from 
his car, and a .38 caliber revolver Which he claimed to . 
have purchased from a company through a catalogue. 1 t 
was further learned that cases were observed in Corbett's 
posacsaion Which appeared to be high-powered rifle cases. 

Subsequent investigation failed to ascertain if 
Corbett actually owned all of the above firearms or where 
he may have purchased such firearms, with the exception of a 
K-32 Smith and Wesson Combat Masterpiece, Serial Number 
K272099. It was learned that Corbett had purchased the 
Combat Masterpiece tmile residing at 1435 Pearl Street, 
D2nver, and had ordered it by mail by a letter signed 
'Walter Osborne." This gun was purchased for $76.00 with 
a money order dated June 8, 1957. The original letter 
from Corbett to the. company, along with the sales slip 
reflecting the sale of one Smlth and Wesson K-32 Masterpiece 
Revolver, Serial Number K272099, to Walter Osborne, the 
delivery receipt reflecting the shipment of one packaged 
revolver, weight three pounds, value $76, to consignee 
Walter Osborne, 1435 Pearl Street; Apartment 305, Denver 3, 
Colorado, on June 10, 1957, and a delivery receipt Which 
indicates the above gun was received at 1435 Pearl Street 
at 12:03 P.M. on June 18, 1957, are available. 

While in the Denver area, Corbett advised an 
associate that he owned a sleeping bag and a tent which he 
carried in his car. No such items of this type were left 
at 1435 Pearl Street upon Corbett's departure from Denver. 
The source of this equipment is not kno\~. After Corbett's 
departure from Denver, two aluminum tent poles were located 
at the 1435 Pearl Street address which were believed to have 
been left in Corbett's locker at this address. These poles 
are in two sections approximately six feet long. It was 
ascertained that these poles were identical with poles that 
,..,--ere part of the hardware for an umbrella-type tent sold by 
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a Denver store. during the year 1959. A twelve-piece 
aluminum picnic sec and a Coleman camp stove, both in un­
opened boxes, t-Tere left at 1435 Pearl Street by Corbett 
upon his departure from Denver. 

Investigation located a salesman ~ stated that 
the man to whom he had sold identical items had come into 
the store after Christmas, 1959, probably during the week 
rather than the weekend and probably during the afternoon. 
nte salesman advised that during his conver~ation with the 
customer, he recalled asking the customer why he was buying 
camping equipment at this time of year, and the customer 
replied that he intended to camp during the winter in the 
mountains and that he was going to do a lot of camping out. 

While in prison Corbett confided to.other inmates 
his plan, after release, to make "a big score" and leave the 
United States, taking up residence in some country Which 
did not have an extradition treaty with the United States, 
where he could lose hie identity and live on the proceeds. 

On September 11, 1960, information was received 
that a key chain with eleven keys and a small penknife had 
been found below a dump Which is Located on the Jackson 
Creek Road, Douglas CoUnty, Colorado, five and three-tenths 
miles southwest of the junction of that road and State 
Highway 105. Th.e penknife bore the initials 11AC III." 

Subsequent examination. of the area below the dump 
d scloaed a tw~-tone green blanket, ski-shaped tie clasp 
with initials "AC III,u blue jac1<:et, shirt. undershirt, 
shorts, tie, socks, shoes, trousers and belt. The clothing 
\'tas subsequently identified as having belonged to Adolph 
Coors, III. 

On September 12, 13 and 14, 1960, additional 
examination of the area contiguous to the dump disclosed 
numerous scattered bones and a wrist watch with a brown 
leather band. 
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On September 14, 1960, some of these bones were 
identified as those of a mature human male approximately six 
feet tall. 

On September 15, 1960, a human skull was located. 
Through examination it \>18S determined that the dental work 
in this skull nas identical to that which had been performed 
previously on Adolph Coors, III. Two irregular shaped holes 
w~re found in a right scapula bone found in this dump area. 
1hcsc holes t~re so positioned ~th respect to holes in the 
right shoulder area of the jacket, shirt and undetshirt, 
albo found in this area, to indlcate they were probably made 
by the s8Dle missiles which mad the ~1ol s in the garments. 
lhe right shoulder area of the blue jacket has t"~ holes 
having· the appearance of bullet entrance holes. Around both 
l-.r<'!re discolored circles resembling those produced by the 
muzzle blast from a gun \tr'hile held at or near contact '"lith 
the jack€t. A pattern of poruer r~sidue was-obtained Which 
resembles a contact or near contact shot within one inch. 
A hole that could have been produced by a bullet's entrance 
'tros found high on the right arm of the jacket but no po~1der 
residue was found in this area. 

No holes were foWld in the front of the jacket 
opposite those in the back which strongly indicates the shots 
in the back may have lodged in the body of the victtm. The 
caliber of the bull~t~ could not be determined from the holes 
in the Jacket. Some brown head hairs were found on some of 
the clothing. These ~airs were identified as of Caucasian 
origin -and match head hairs previously obtained from the hair­
brush of Adolph Coors, III. Accordingly, all of the above 
hairs could be from the same person. 

Body and limb hairs were also obtained from the 
clothing but are not suitable for adequate comparison with 
head hairs. Some general characteristics were found .similar 
to those previously obtained. ~c appearance of the root 
ent:ls of some of the hairs suggests that they originated from 
a putrefying body. 

- 14 -



Human bloodstains were identified on the jacket, 
shirt, blanket and other articles of clothing. Attempts 
to group this blood \4ere inconclusive due to the contaminated 
and deteriorated condition of the stains or due to the 
limited amount of the stains. The presence of tissue 
residue on the garmants indicated some degree of putrefaction 
occurred prior to their removal from the body. 

The two-tone green blanket has not been id mtified 
as property of Adolph Coors, III, nor were there found any 
visible or invisible identifying markings on this blanket. 
The name 11A. COORS, III" was found inscribed inside the watch 
located in the area below the dump. 

All bones identified as hlltDlin have been turned over 
to the Coroner, Douglas County, Colorado. 

Joseph 'Corbett, Jr., was born Seattle, Washington, 
October 25, 1928; however, he has cla~ed birth dates of 
October 25, 1925, 1927 and 1929. He lived in Seattle until 
September, 1950. While residing in Seattle, he attended 
elementary and high school and the University of Washington 
for three years in the School of Arts and Sciences, with a 
major in physics~ 

On July 17, 1950, Corbett, under his ~e n~e, 
filed an application for admission to the University of 
California, Berkeley, California, and enrolled in September, 
1950, at this university in the School of Letters and Science. 

On October 13, 1950, he notified the University he 
was withdrawing from school. 

In March, 1951, Corbett entered a plea of guilty to 
second-degree murder in San Rafael County, California, and · 
was sentenced to the State Prison for a term of five years to 
life. He was confined in San Quentin Penitel)~iary, california 
Medical Facility at Terminal Island, and.California Institution 
for Men, Chino, California. He escaped from the latter 
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institution on August 1, 1955. Since Corbett has been con­
victed of second-degree murder, he should be considered as 
possibly armed and dangeiDus. 

Corbett, under ·the name t-lalter Osborne, was ~loyed 
y the Benjamin Moore Paint Company, Denver, Colorado, as an 
lkyd cooker from March 19, 1956, until October 2, 1959, when 

he terminated his employment, stating he was returning to 
school. 1~ record has been found of Corbett's having attended 
chool since O~tober 2, 1959, or of any employment for Corbett 

since that date. 

At the time it is determined that prosecution is to 
be had by your office, the identities of witneases and the 
physical evidence tn the possession of this Bureau will be made 
available to you. 

- 16 -



Sheriff and Coroner's Reports­

Douglas County- 22 September 1960 



September 22, 1960 

Time : 8 : 15 AN 

Subject: Telepnone Call 

I Went to the local telephone office to check out a telephone number 
f or Sheriff Hanwond. The number to be checked was FR-7- 8144. I had 
Mr. Blanc, manager of the local office obtain the name and address of 
the party whom the number was listed to. 

Mr. Blanc called Denver and found out that ±kat the number is listed 
to a Doctor Howard Swanson, and the call was made to his residence 
from MAdison 8-3270, and the conver sation lasted 6 minutes, and the 
call was made at 2041 hrs. (8:41 PM) on May 17~, 1960. Doctor Howard 
Swansons home address is 3400 East 7~ Ave. Denver, his office is at 
1501 East 5~ Ave. Telephone number is FLorida 5-6334. The MAdison 
8-3270 is Edwin Roses' phone number at Shamballa. 

9-22-60 10:55 AM 

Subject: Telephone Call (interview with I~ . Rose) 

Mr. Rose states that he doesn't even know a Doctor Swanson and t hat on 
that da te he was at t he resturant. 

· Mr. Rose said his usually left the B&B arround noon to go up to the 
place. He said his t railer was loaded with sand and the ~ tow bar 
was blocked up, and it was knoeked off the block. He didn't think to 
much about it until he got his telephone bill, although he measured 
t he tread and it was %" narr ower than the tread on hi s ca%. He drives 
a Nash Ambassador. He also said that he didn't move t he tnailer until 
t he day before Coors body or remains were found. Mr. Rose also said 
t hat he had check with all ._is meighbors about the possiblility of their 
using his telephone, however none of t hemdwd. 

Ardell Arfs t en 
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Coroner's Report- 26 September 1960 
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Arrest Warrant for Corbett -

27 September 1960 



f !'ARNEY O'KANE 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

1485 HOLLAND 

BE 7-0416 

CARL CLINE 

Office of 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

CHIEF ASSISTANT DIST. ATTORNEY 

718 E. & C. BUILDING 

DENVER, COL.O. 

KE 4 -0041 

BENARD A. McCAULEY LAKEWOOD. COLORADO 
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR 

1485 HOLLAND 

BE 7-0416 

September 27 , 1960 

The Honot'ob I :e leo- Rector 
District Attorney, 4th Judicial Oietr iet 
Min i ng Exchan~ Bu i I d i ng 
Co I orerdo Spr i nga,, Co I ore:do 

Deor Mr . Rec~or : 

~A~~nliJJ1l~~~ 
~-li*XoX~!~}tvE. 
LAKEWOOD , COLO. 

BE 7-5415 

LEONARD SEAL 

8582 W. COLFAX 

LAKEWOOD, COLO. 

BE 7-3502 

HARRY KAHLER 

2465 SHERIDAN BLVD, 

EDGEWATER, COLO. 

BE 7-5476 

ARMAND M. COREN 
1495 HOLLAND 

LAKEWOOD, COLO. 

BE 7-1952 

JUSTIN GARGAN 
CLEAR CREEK & GILPI N COUNTIES 

HATCHET BUILDING 

IDAHO SPRINGS. COLO. 

Enc l osed herewith ia it copy of th Comp!~ int and 
W•~rent i aued on Joaeph Corb0tt, Jr ., alios ct I . 

PI eaae be advised tho.t th~ photograph$ taf,en of 
the re ina have tuf!'ned ou·c very we-ll .ond action 
i now b i ng tctken to end a copy of t I philto­
g,.~phs taken to you ond John H onda. 

Ve a~a elao a nd i ng a copy ·of the Com~i nt a nd 
\l'o,rr a nt to Oouglaa Andrew., County Coroner . 

Yours ve'y truly, 

yJ 8/(J~ 
BARN~NE __k.__ 

District Attorney 
1st Jud~ciat Distriet 

BO'K :hb · 

CC : John H mood · ~ 
She;~ iff , Dou«.::. County 
Caatle Rock, Colorado 

C. Dougl aa Andrews 
0 · g toa C nty Coroner 
Caatl Rock, Col orado 



S pte ber 27, 1960 

Donald Brot• n 
U.S. Dlat~ict At o~n y 
Poat Office Building 
D nve~, C lor 

D r Mr. Brot n: 

It le reap etfully 
b i au d through y 

~~ th 
deacri 

SubJect: 

A~A~~A~~~-A~~~~ft 

XJCXXXXIUIXJC.XXX 
Xl!lllX1CX)O(XXX 

XX.JC.JCXXX"X 

at for Unlawful flight 
Fu tive Warrant for 

h Corb tt, J~. 

F t i ght \~arr nt 
os~mn Corbett, Jr., 

re particularly 

ccording t the info lief of the Di•~rict At~orney 
of th fir t Judiciat d tf Sh i ·'a Office of Jeffe~-
aon Co nty, J h Corbett, Jr., r r done. Adolph Coor Ill-
on F uary 9, 1960 within Jeffer on C nty, C lor d nd a re-
vi w of our inva tig ion nd t infor tion Y ilabf indicate 
that .tr. C rbett fl d th Stat f C t r do to avoid proa cution 
for the offen of Murder. 

£ncloaod h r with Ia e coy of co pi int nd warr nt filed in· 
th Juatice of the P Court in nd for the County of Jeff rs n, 
St te of Co•or do before th Uono le D ni I Shannon, J . P. 

Reg tfully submitted, 

//~~~~A~ 

BO'K :hb 

rney 
Diarict 

CC : l o Rector, Di•trict · Att rney, 4th Jud ioiel Oiatrict 
Sheriff J hn If m nd, D gha County, Castle R ck, Color do 
Sheriff Arthur \i. \~ermuth, Jeffer on County, Gold n , Col rado 
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September 29, 1960 

Arthur W. tJermuth, Sheriff 
Jefferson County Sheriff' s Office 
Golden, Colorado 

Dear Sheriff Wer uth: Re: Joseph Corobctt, Jr-. 

Enclosed is copy of Complaint filed in the Unit·ed 
States District Court on the above captioned in­
dividual for violation of Title 18 U.S.C. Section 
1073. 

CC: leo Re~tor, District Attorney 
4th Judicial District 
Colorado Sprlngo, Colorado 

John Uammond, Sheriff 
Douglas County 
Castle Rock, Colorado 
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TYPESCRIPT- FLIGHT TO A VOID PROSECUTION- DO NOT COPY ORIGINAL- FRAGILE 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE 

DISTRICT OF COLORADO 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Commissioner's Docket No. __ _ 

vs. 

JOSEPH CORBETT, JR., 
alias Walter Osborne, 
alias William Chiffins, 
alias James Barrow, 
alias William Osborn, 
alisa Charles Osborn, 
alias W. William Oscorne, 

)Complaint for violation of 
) 
)Title 18 U.S.C. Section 1073 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Before HAROLD S. OAKES, United States Commissioner, Denver, Colorado: 

CaseNo. __ _ 

The undersigned complainant being duly sworn states upon information and belief: 

That on or about the lOth day of February, 1960, JOSEPH CORBETT, JR., alias 

Walter Osborn, alias William Chiffins, alias James Barron, alias William Osborn, 

alias Charles Osborn, alias W. William Osborne, did move and travel in interstate 

commerce from the City and County of Denver, State and District of Colorado, to 

Atlantic City, New Jersey, to avoid prosecution under the laws of the State of 

Colorado for murder. 

And complainant further states that Barney O'Kane, District Attorney, 1st Judi-

cia! District, Lakewood, Colorado, has received information that the above de-

fendant fled from Denver, Colorado, to Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

And complaintant further states that he believes that Barney O'Kane is a material 

witness in relation to this charge. 

Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence, September 28, 1960. 

United States Commissioner. 



Letter from Time Magazine- 5 January 
1961 



TIME 
INCO~PO~ATEO 

TIME · LIFE · FORTUNE 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 

ARCHITECTURAL FORUM 
HOUSE & HOME 
MILE J!IGH CENTER 

1700 BROADWAY 
DENVER2.COLORADO 

January S, 1961 

Sheriff John Hammond 
Douglas County Court House 
Castle Rock, Color~do 

Dear Sheriff, 

I am herewith enclosing fo1~ 

prints made by LIFE during your recent 

investigation of the Coors 1 ~ matter. 

TT:la 
Enc. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

-- ~~~-~ 7 ~~----
Terry T ner 
Life Chi f 



Terry Turner 
Life Chief 
Mile Hi gh Con ter 
1700 Broadway 
Denver 2 , Colorado 

Dear t1r . 'l'urnor: 

January 6Y~ , 1961 

\Je recievcd your pictures of the Coors Kidnapr i ng Case 

t aken by Mr . !"vtaaaki, and they a r e very much appreCiated , along 

with the consideration you huve shown us. 

If we can be of service t o you nome time inthc futur e 
pleas~ c 11 or. us. 

Respectfully , 

John L Hammond Sheriff 

By __ ~~--~----~~-------Ardel l Arfs tcn , Deputy 
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DISTRI CTORNE 1ST JUD ICIAL DIS 
1480 HO YT ST. , LAKE\YOOD , COlORADO 

C. DOUGLAS ANDREWS , COUNTY CORONER, and 
JOHN HAMMOND, SHERIFF, DOUGLAS COUNTY 
CASTLE ROCK, COLORADO 
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Photographs and Slides 



C A Rl. Cl.INE 
CHIEP ASSISTANT DIST, ATTORNEY 

7 1B E. & C . BUILDING 
DENVER, COLO. 

KE. 4-0041 

BARNEY O• KAN E 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

14BS HOL.l.AND 
BE. 7-0416 

Office of 

DISTRICT ATTO,RNEY 

September 30, 1960 

Leo Rector 
District Attorney 

FIRST .JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

l-AKEWOOD , COL.ORAD O 

1st Judicial District 
Mining Exchange Bldg. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Dear Leo: Re: Adolph Coors, I I I 

EJ)t:~~~~Ji:)l( 
.:C:M PO: )(ljl,~l{Jr411(~~ 

~;1:1..51 )ti)QX IX'*I.:IQX 
e~~:~~x 

Enclosed herewith are phot~graphs taken on September 
23, 1960, along with a I ist identifying the locations 
and identifying what was discovered at the various 
locations . 

This is to further advise alI photographs were pre­
pared by Sheriff Arthur W. Wermuth's Office and 
that the photographs were taken by Dale Ryder of 
his staff. 

If anything arises on this case you wi I I be notified 
forthwith either by phone in case of emergency, or py 
letter in a non-emergency situation. 

Yours very truly, 

~ ~~ BARN~ANE ~ 
District Attorney 
1st Judicial District 

BO'K:hb 

P.S. We have forwarded one set of these photographs to 
John Hammond, Sheriff, and C. Douglas Andrews, Coroner 
for their use and information. 



MEMO OF INVESTIGATION OF AREA WHERE REMAINS OF 
ADOLPH COORS J I I W(lrE l~ECOVEREO . 

Date of Invest i gation of Area : September 23, 1960 

P~esent: Robert Nelson , Denver F.B.I. 
Douglas Wi lliaas Denver F. B.I. 

xxxxx.xxxx.x 
xxxxxxxxx 

John Ua ond, Sher iff Douglas County 
C. Do~glas Andrews , Douglas County Coroner' 
Leo Rector , O.A. 4th Judicial Distr ict 
J.B. Guyer , State Ga•e & fish , Boulder , Colo . 
Herman Schultz , State Game & Fi sh , Franktown 
Arthur W. Wer ~th , Sheriff , Jefferson County 
Ray Kechter, Investigator , Jefferson Co. 

Sheriff ' s Off ice 
Da l e Ryder , Investigator & Photographer Jeffer­

son County Sher iff's Office 
Barney O' 'ane n.A . 1st Judicial District 
Carl Cl i ne , Assistant D. A. Jst Judicial District. 

'PliO TOG f1 A 1'51; s 
I. uepicts pelvic and lower vertebrae bones . 
2. Oep i cts uppder right arm & shou I det .. bone and shoa•t ribs. 
3. Depicts fcotbone ~nd kneecap. 
4. Depicts leg bone. 
5. Depicts ~atch w/ leather band and one grey leather deess­

glove. Watch descr ibed as expensive w/ identification i n­
dicating it belonced to Ado l ph Coors Ill , band br oken or torn. 

6. Depicts bones of trasal and phalaa and other un i dentifi ed bones . 
7. Depicts area vertebrae was discovered. 
8. Depicts area in Nhich green blanket , nylon jacket and paper ­

mate pen ,.,ere found. 
9. Depicts are wh i ch tie clasp w/ marking of a ski and initials 

AC IJt was found. 
JO. Depicts are in which pants , shoes and socks were found , 

shoes are brown , pla in toe type .. blue an: .. le type sockso 
II • Oep icts area where shorts , \1h ~ boxer type uere fou nd . 
12. Depicts area where other 91ove, white;fJ blue sh i rt , ivy 

teague style were found. 
13. dep· ts . where skull and lower jaw bone, few pieces of 

neck bone and fourth vertebra were found . 
14. Depicts area where shou lder blade , left, was found . 
15. Dep icts area where tie found , blue wit h red dot , white- gray 

circle around dot , identified as purchased at the Aspen 
Country Shop. 

16. \lhite sleevless undershirt , torn Muns i ngwear ~ s i ze unknown . 
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